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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF TEYNHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 22ND JULY 2025 AT TEYNHAM COMMUNITY HALL, 89 STATION ROAD, TEYNHAM AT 7.30PM.


Present: Cllr Barnett, Cllr Brodigan, Cllr Dixon, Cllr Dunne, Cllr Mann, Cllr Mcdonald, Clerk Hayley Steel, SBC Bowen.

Absent: Cllr Saromi

1. Apologies for absence

Cllr Jessup, Cllr Simester, Cllr Sharman, Cllr Townson and KCC Lehman.

2. Declarations of Interests on Items on the Agenda.

None.

3. To confirm that any changes to the Registers of Interests have been forwarded to the Monitoring Officer.

None.

4.Public Session for 20 minutes to allow members of the public and Councillors with pecuniary interests to speak for no more than three minutes in respect of the business on the agenda.  A question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question.

Lloyd Bowen thanked the Parish Council for his Freedom of the Parish award and was very surprised and touched to have received it.  The Parish Council congratulated him and unanimously said it was well deserved.

A member of the public has reported overhanging bush outside number 69 Lower Road and he is going to investigate who is responsible.

[bookmark: _Hlk204671954]A member of the public attending the meeting reported that cars are parking on the footpath right up to the hedges so it is unpassable at the bottom of Frognal Lane.  The Clerk is going to report this to PC Divers and put a reminder in the Teynham News and Facebook.


5.Receive an update from ward and county councillor(s) on items relating to the parish of Teynham (max 5 mins each).

Cllr Bowen gave the following updates:-

· Approval was granted by Swale Planning for the building of 10 houses in Lynsted which is disappointing.
· There is to be a Community Governance Review to be carried out by Swale Borough Council and consultation will be going out in the next few weeks.
· Highsted Park continues to roll along.  It was noted at the SBC Planning meeting that additional dates have been added for October.  We will probably not receive any feedback/decision from Secretary of State until next year.
· Cllr Bowen has contacted Chartway regarding the overgrown bushes on the A2 Frognal Place site and was advised to speak to KCC.  KCC are not able to help either. There is no indication as to when building will start at Frognal Place.
· Roadworks – Station Road has been closed and then re-opened but the sign remain.  It seems that they are closing it as and when is needed.
· Bins – It was witnessed when the last time the brown bins were collected that the brown and green bins were emptied into the same truck – this has been reported but if anyone see’s this happening please take a photo and send it to Cllr Bowen.
· There is a water leak at Orchard View.  Southern Water are working on it.

6. To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 27th May 2025.

It was moved by Cllr Barnett, seconded by Cllr Dunne and 

RESOLVED: “That the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 27th May 2025 be taken as a true record.”

7.Matters Arising.

None.

8. To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 24th June 2025.

It was moved by Cllr Mcdonald, seconded by Cllr Dunne and 

RESOLVED: “That the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 24th June 2025 be taken as a true record.”

9. Matters Arising.

Amendment to item 5. Devolution being delayed to March 2026 changed to KCC have asked for a delay to March 2026.

Dr Sikdar changed to Dr Nilan.

Amendment to item 10.2.  Was moved by Cllr Barnett changed to Cllr Brodigan.

10. Chairmans update.

Thank you, Clive, for chairing tonight’s meeting.

The recent quiz night in aid of the Action Group raised £532. A big thank you to everyone who took part.

Local Council Reorganisation: Swale must indicate its preferred partner for future collaboration by November. Do we have any suggestions for potential partners?

Visit to Teynham School: A remarkable building and a real asset to the community. Thank you to everyone who joined the visit. We’ve now received some photographs of the school from KCC, which will be published in the next edition of Teynham News.

Highsted Park Planning Inquiry: The inquiry runs this week (Tuesday to Friday), and will resume in October.

Railway Tragedy: Teynham Parish Council responded to the recent tragic accident on the railway line by issuing a Joint Statement with Tonge Parish Council.

Freedom of the Parish: It was a pleasure to present the Award to Lloyd Bowen on Saturday evening. Safe to say—he was completely surprised! Photos and a Facebook update will follow.

Health & Safety: A paper has been prepared and will be discussed later in the agenda.

11.Correspondence

None.

12.Community
12.1 London Road Car Park: Request Clerk to investigate options for civil enforcement. 

The PC took a vote on whether we wanted to consider civil enforcement options and it was unanimously decided to NOT explore civil enforcement at this time as we are monitoring the car park regularly and have spaces available.

12.2 Frognal Garden: Provide brief update on land opposite London Road car park.

The Clerk gave an update that she contacted Swale Borough Council asking about the possibility of leasing the land as we do for the London Road car park.  This didn’t seem very hopeful but she said she would ask.  She is also going to let me know the guide price.

12.3 HIP: Consider proposal to update HIP plan and request update from KCC.

The Parish Council received the below letter for a resident.

To the Parish Council,

I hope this email finds you well.

I am writing to raise a concern regarding the speed limit on Conyer Road, specifically the stretch between Station Road in Teynham and Conyer , and also Teynham Street at present, the national speed limit of 60mph applies to these roads, which I believe poses a significant risk to pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders, drivers of mobility scooters and drivers alike, given the nature of the routes.

I would like to kindly request that the Parish Council consider contacting Highways Improvement Planning Services (HIPS) to explore the possibility of reducing the speed limit from 60mph to 30mph on these roads. Lowering the speed limit would greatly enhance safety for local residents and visitors, particularly as this route is frequently used by walkers, horse riders and cyclists and lacks adequate pedestrian infrastructure.

I understand that these matters require consultation and careful consideration, but I hope this suggestion can be formally raised and progressed through the appropriate channels.

Thank you for your time and for the continued work you do on behalf of our community. I would welcome any updates or information regarding how this issue might be taken forward.
Yours sincerely,

Cllr Dixon helped on our HIP plan some time ago so offered to draft an email that the PC can send to our HIP contact at KCC.

12.4 To receive an update on Highsted Planning Inquiry (sent in advance)

The below update was noted.

Highsted Park Planning Inquiry – Update (July 2025)

The planning inquiry continues this week and pauses for summer on Friday 25 July, resuming on 2 October due to barrister availability.
• KCC have this afternoon changed their position on Highways costs and viability to support a northern scheme only!
• Access: The Inspector noted it’s highly unusual for a scheme of this scale to proceed without detailed access plans.
• Inquiry Overrun: Extended by at least 6 days, pushing key topics—community concerns (to be presented by Julien Speed) and planning—to October.
• Costs: Our barrister flagged the financial impact of the extension, and will formally follow up in writing.
• Funding (to July): Estimated costs: £33k. Funds raised: £31.5k, with remaining expected from quiz and auction—on track to meet costs up to end of July.
• October Overrun Costs: Estimated at £11.5k total, to be split 50/50 with the Five Parishes (our share ~£6k). We are negotiating this figure down.
• Barrister Change: Simon Barnes will take over from Simon Bell in October. Day rate has increased—currently under negotiation.
• Additional Funding: Plans underway for further fundraising; details to follow.
• Public Update: A community update event is planned. Date TBC.
• Help Needed: Fundraising volunteers welcome—please get in touch.

12.5 To consider request(s) to support “Teynham Tuesday” during the winter months.

Cllr Saromi was not present at the meeting so the Clerk will ask for an update.





12.6 To note that the Christmas Market & Lantern Parade is booked for 30th November 2025.

The Clerk informed the PC that the Christmas Market and Lantern Parade will take place on Sunday 30th 

13 Health & Safety 
13.1 To note paper on Health and Safety (Update 2025 – received in advance)

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

Noted.

13.2 To agree ‘Health & Safety Statement’ and ‘Health & Safety Resolution’(as outlined in the Health & Safety Update 2025).

It was moved by Cllr Barnett, seconded by Cllr Mann and 

RESOLVED: “That Teynham Parish Council agree the Health & Safety Statement and the Health & Safety Resolution.”

13.3 To agree to pay for testing of fixed wiring up to the value of £1,000.

It was moved by Cllr Mcdonald, seconded by Cllr Barnett and

RESOLVED: “That Teynham Parish Council agree to pay for testing of fixed wiring in the Community Hall up to the value of £1,000.”

14 Finance

14.1 Items to authorise

Nothing to authorise.

14.2 To receive details of income and expenditure since last meeting 

[image: ]

It was moved by Cllr Barnett, seconded by Cllr Dunne and 

RESOLVED: “That Teynham Parish Council agree the income and expenditure since the last meeting.”

14.3 Receive Update on Authorised Signatures

The Clerk informed the PC that when the mandate was received to add Cllr Simester and Cllr Mann as signatories it was sent to Cllr Townson and Cllr Brodigan to approve as Cllr Sharman is unwell.  Unfortunately, Natwest Bank came back and said that Cllr Townson is not a signatory so it was agreed to ask Cllr Sharman to approve it.

14.4 To request the initial Scribe financial report be ready for the September meeting

Noted.

15 Grant Applications

15.1 To consider applying for a SBC Community Infrastructure Grants, to cover 
Fire Alarm, Automatic Door, Heating Noise Attenuator and Heater boost timer at the Community Hall.

It was moved by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Mcdonald and 

RESOLVED: “That Teynham Parish Council agree to apply for a Swale Borough Council Community Infrastructure Grants, to cover 
Fire Alarm, Automatic Door, Heating Noise Attenuator and Heater boost timer at the Community Hall.

16 Meadow
16.1 To receive an update on repairs to playground equipment and alternative proposals

The Clerk informed the PC that the quote we have received is in excess of £23,000 and we cannot afford to pay that amount.  It was agreed to as Gransdens to provide a quote for this work.

16.2 To receive an update on grant application for high ball fence

The Clerk informed the PC that the grant application for the high ball fence was submitted on Friday 18th July and can take up to twelve weeks.

16.3 To receive the CCTV report (via PC Drivers)

[image: ][image: ][image: ]
Noted.



16.4 To note the schedule for trees/shrubs to be cut back

It was noted that Dave Gurney will cut back the tree/shrubs mid-September after nesting season.

17 Reports of Committee Chairman 
17.1 Planning – Highsted Park update already given, nothing else to report.
17.2 Amenities – Update on repairs to the Meadow already given and nothing else to report.
17.3 Finance and General Purposes - Nothing to report.
17.4 Editorial – The Editorial Committee are currently working on the summer edition.
17.5 Teynham Community Hall – Health & Safety document has been approved and quotes are being obtained.

18 Reports by representatives on outside organisations 

18.1 TVHMC – nothing to report
18.2 KALC Swale Area Committee – Nothing to report

19 Advanced Notice of Items for the Agenda of next Ordinary Meeting. 

Send to the Clerk.

20 To note next year’s meeting dates 
Tuesday 9th September 2025		Ordinary Meeting
Tuesday 21st October 2025		Ordinary Meeting
Tuesday 9th December 2025		Budget/Precept & Ordinary Meeting

Noted.

21 Chairman’s Closing Remarks

The Vice Chairman thanked everyone for coming and everyone wished Cllr Sharman a speedy recovery. The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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Teynham Parish Council - Payments & receipts: 25 Jun 25 - 21 Jul 25

Hire Community Hall

Rent Allotment

Security Deposit

Interest Received

TOTAL

Maintenance (Community Hall) - Fire meeting point signs
Utilities Comm Hall (New)

Clerk Internet & Telephone July 2025

Groundsman wages June 2025

Event: Drop in Cafe (New)

Event: Freedom of the Parish

Cleaner (Community Hall) wages June 2025

Contractor Amenities - INVOICE NO: 072480 Larry Whittaker
Clerk Salary

Chairman Discretionary Fund - Care package for Cllr Sharman
Office Costs - printer paper/ white and yellow/pens
Computer Software - Purchase of Teynham News software for Clir Dunne
Office Equipment - Toner cartridges for Clerk printer
Accountancy Fees - Lionel Robbins Internal Auditror fees 2024/25 Audit
Kent Pension Fund June 2025

TOTAL

Payment

31.00
213.00
46.00
379.00
94.00
35.00
256.00
184.00
1,618.00
31.00
37.00
175.00
46.00
280.00
568.00
3,993.00

Receipts

£648.00
£100.00
£100.00
£ 68.00
£916.00
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newsletter Police

Get the latest crime statistics by visiting: www.kent.police.uk/yourarea July 2025

Drop-in surgery Your local beat police officer is

o Friday 8% August 2025 PC Richard Divers 30702

What'’s changed

» I have been deployed elsewhere for several weeks this
month, but I will resume my normal beat duties from
Wednesday 30t July 2025. As always, I can be contacted by
email.

What’s going on in your area

s PC Divers 30702 and Hyde Housing ASB Officer Henry
Wiggins have started a new joint operation to clean up some
of the new housing estates in Swale. Due to continued
weekly 999 calls and multiple reports from local residents for
DA, drugs and ASB at Pemberton Rise and Springacres
estates, action is being taken. PC Divers and Henry are
carrying out unannounced visits to the estates and door
knocking all the residents to see if they have any concerns
and do they feel safe. All residents are also being informed
that ASB and drugs will not be tolerated and action will be
taken by the Police and eviction orders by Hyde Housing will
be enforced. So far, a number of eviction investigations are
under way, drug use in the communal and outside areas has
reduced, a Rambo knife has been seized and destroyed and
multiple vehicles have been identified with no tax and/or
insurance. This is the 3rd visit carried out in the last two
months and PC Divers and Henry have planned further
ongoing visits at least once a month, but hopefully twice a
month where time allows.

* A new church has opened in Lynsted Lane and some
residents have contacted me with concerns over the
increased traffic and parking issues. I have contacted the
pastor of this church, Pastor Idowu, and I have introduced
myself and we have arranged to meet on Sunday 10 August

MCV is a two-way
engagement tool

TeII us what matters most to you brought to IYOU by
My Community Voice Kent Police

Protecting the neighbourhoods of Kent and Medway Sngn up today and make your voice count p 5
mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk
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2025 before the church opens to say hello and for me to

advise him on risk assessments and how to deal with any
traffic issues that may arise, Idowu is very pleased for the
police interventions and is looking forward to meeting me.

» The CCTV run by Swale cameras which is situated in the park
is again being used in the investigations by police around
criminal damage and other offences in the area. This CCTV is
vital in enabling the police to be able to investigate, but also
to be able to apprehend the suspects. I will look to get you
some figures on how many investigations this CCTV has
assisted with, but even if it is just one, the CCTV acts as a
great deterrent. Perhaps some better signs warning potential
offenders of the situation of the CCTV.

» The total number of crimes being reported has gone up since
January, but with the warmer weather can come more
issues. Full details of this can be found at Teynham and
Lynsted | Your area | Kent Police In order to combat this
slight rise, I will continue to increase my patrols both on foot
and car.

» I'm sure many of the population of Teynham & Lynsted may
be aware by now from the various media outlets available,
Kent Police’s website and an email sent to the Parish Council
a couple of weeks ago, regarding the mass amount of
fraudulent telephone calls Swale residents are receiving.
Many residents were educated by a talk from a KCC trading
standards officer a few weeks back, but for those who were
not there here is some further advice.

» These telephone calls are normally preceded by someone
stating they are a detective from Sittingbourne Police Station,
will use a fake name and warrant number. The caller will
state that they would like to talk about a purchase,
completely fabricated, made using a debit card.

» The caller will then ask for you to remain on the telephone
and dial 999 using the same phone to verify their identity,
however the scammer will transfer the telephone call to a
fake Police “control room.”

»  After the scammer has their identity “verified” they will then
attempt to gather if there are large quantities of cash kept at

Find out what's happening in your area

Receive alerts from your local officers

L - X Tell us what matters most to you @
My Community Voice oo
[§P Sign up today and make your voice count

Protecting the neighbourhoods of Kent and Medway

mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk
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the address and will offer to collect it, retain it and return it
to the bank but will instead steal the money.

» There are examples of these scammers attending addresses
to collect money and unfortunately in these circumstances
large quantities of cash have been taken.

» If you have received a telephone like this in the last few
weeks, if you haven't already, please contact 101 or use our
online reporting portal to log the incident. Similarly, if you
have given money to unknown parties claiming to be Police
officers, please report this to 101 or the online portal.

» Kent Police will never ask anyone to hand over money as
part of a fraud investigation. If you are in any doubt as to
the identity of an individual over the phone or even in person
please verify this before you take the conversation any
further. If a telephone call is received hang-up immediately
and dial 999. If you doubt the identity in person dial 999 and
ask the genuine Force Control Room to verify the persons
identity.

Find out what's happening in your area

‘ Receive alerts from your local officers

Tell us what matters most to you @

My Community Voice ’

Protecting the neighbourhoods of Kent and Medway

Sign up today and make your voice count 3 5
mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk
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Health and Safety (Update 2025)

Summary

This document summarises Teynham Parish Council’s principal legal responsibilities
under Health and Safety legislation. It sets out the measures already in place to
ensure we meet our obligations as a parish council and highlights areas for continued
review and improvement. The purpose of this document is to:

e Increase awareness of our health and safety responsibilities
e Provide a transparent record of what is in place and what needs action
e Support sound decision-making and prioritisation at Council and committees

Document prepared by Paul Townson, July 2025.

Legal Duties and Accountability

Teynham Parish Council is legally accountable for the health and safety of its

Staff

Councillors

Volunteers

Contractors (eg cleaner, gardener)

Members of the public using Council-owned facilities or attending our events

\We operate under the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and related regulations,

covering:
e Fire Safety
e Asbestos Management
e Electrical and Gas Safety
e Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH)
e Public and Employer’s Liability

Failing to meet these duties can lead to enforcement notices, temporary closure of premises,
criminal liability, significant fines, and in extreme cases, custodial sentences.

Following the Grenfell Tower fire (2017) there have been significant changes to the fire
safety legislation. In April 2025 the Home Office indicated that further changes will follow
shortly, including the tightening of control over who may legally conduct a Fire Risk
Assessment, with formal qualifications and training likely to become mandatory. Both the
‘Responsible Person’ and any ‘Appointed Fire Assessor carry personal legal liability for
non-compliance.

Ignorance or inaction is not a defence. The Council must take all reasonable and practical
steps to identify, mitigate, and respond to risks across all activities and properties.
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Agenda ltem 13.2 (July 2025)

Health & Safety Statement (for Approval)

Teynham Parish Council is committed to ensuring a safe and healthy environment for
everyone involved in its operations — including staff, councillors, volunteers, contractors, and
members of the public using our services & facilities.

We acknowledge and accept our legal duties under health and safety regulations.

To support this, we have established practical, proactive measures.

We will:
e Continually review safety across all Council activities
e Maintain up-to-date statutory testing and documentation
e Provide relevant training to councillors and staff
e Respond quickly to any identified or reported hazards

This statement reflects our intention to meet both the letter and the spirit of the law.

Agenda ltem 13.2 (July 2025)

Health & Safety Resolution (for Approval)

The Parish Council authorises the Parish Clerk to take all necessary actions to ensure
compliance with Health and Safety legislation in relation to parish council owned property,
facilities, and activities. This includes, but is not limited to:

Arranging quotations for inspections, assessments, testing, and works/repairs;
Commissioning inspections, assessments, works or repairs up to the Clerk’s financial
authority as set out in the Council’s Financial Regulations, and referring to the
relevant committee or Full Council where additional approval is required;

e Instructing urgent works (up to £500) without delay where, in the Clerk’s judgment,
there is a risk to public safety

¢ Maintaining appropriate records, registers, and documentation in accordance with
legal requirements and best practice.

o Ensuring that external users of parish council facilities (e.g. hall hirers, groups that
store equipment) are clearly informed of their own responsibilities.

This authority is to be exercised in consultation with the Chair or Vice-Chair where
practicable. All actions taken under this delegation must be reported to the
council at the earliest opportunity.
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DRAFT Health & Safety Overview

This overview outlines our key responsibilities and provides a summary of the current status
across each area. This working draft was updated on 17 July 2025.
Key [7 =uptodate >{ =Notdone A =Duesoon §=Scheduled

Topic Sub Topic Evidence Who | Status
Governance Awareness This document PT 2025
Overview This document PT 2025
Statement Agenda Item July 2025 All § 2025 July
Responsible person | Agenda item July 2025 HS § 2025 July
Review Agenda October 2025 All § 2025 Oct
Training Staff Training Schedule/Record F&GP | 3¢ > § 2025
Councillors Training Schedule/Record F&GP | % > § 2025
Asbestos Register Asbestos Register A\ 2007
Inform others Information for contractors b ¢
Signage In Part
Assets Allotments Annual inspection
Car Park Annual inspection b 4
Community Hall Annual risk assessment
CCTV Annual inspection [SBC]
Notice Boards «3) Annual inspection b ¢
Meadow/MUGA etc | Annual report [ROSPA]
Pump Annual Visual inspection X
Village Sign Annual Visual inspection X
Streetlights Annual Visual [Streetlight]
COSHH Assessment Assessment of Substances 2023
Register COSHH Register 2023
Emergency Data sheets with safety info 2023
Storage CH Cleaner’s store inspection ?
CH Container inspection X
Inform others Signage b ¢
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